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° i Article 132: It may, at the demand of the Chief of State, be charged with the drafting and the

modification of all legislative and regulatory texts prior to their examination by the National Assembly.
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J Il Article 135:The High Court of Justiceshall be composed of members of the Constitutional Court, with the

exception of its President, and of six Deputies elected by the National Assembly and by the President of the
Supreme Court.
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R Il The Court of Appeal is located in Cotonou and constitutes the second level of jurisdiction .It is composed of
a president, legal advisers, public prosecutors, court clerks, and assistant district attorneys.The Court of Appeal
has four chambers: the Assize Court, the Correctional Chamber, the Civil and Commercial Chamber, and the
Traditional Chamber. There are courts of first instance in each of the six judicial districts. They include the

Traditional Peoples’ Chamber, which can hand down executory judgements in family and personal property
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matters, and the Traditional Chamber for Property Matters, which can hand down executory judgements in real
estate matters. While customary law courts were abolished in 1964, lay tribunals still exist to fulfill many of
their functions.

91 Article115:The Constitutional Courtshall be composed of seven members, four of whom shall beappointed

by the Office of the National Assembly and three by the President of the Republic.
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J Il Article 116 : The President of the Constitutional Courtshall beelected by his peers among the magistrates and

the jurists members of the Court for a term of five years.
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